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IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of National Commission on Red Cross Nursing Service 

Unless one is closely associated with the work of the American Eed 
Cross, it is difficult to realize the far-reaching influence of its various 
activities. This great instrument of organized relief has developed during 
the past five years, and a brief summary of its work during this period 
may be of interest to Journal readers. 

Nearly $5,000,000 were distributed from January, 1906, to December, 
1910, inclusive, about $3,000,000 of this having been contributed for the 
relief of suffering following the earthquake in California. Over $100,000 
were raised in 1910 for the care of families left destitute by the Cherry 
Mine disaster in Illinois ; $1,000,000 were sent to Italy by the American 
Eed Cross after the Messina earthquake in December, 1908; $88,000 
were used in Minnesota after the great fires of 1910, for the reconstruc- 
tion of the burned townships of Beaudette and Spooner, including the 
purchase of seed grain, farming implements, cattle and horses; $45,000 
were contributed through the Eed Cross for relief in Paris after the 
serious floods of 1910; over $300,000 were sent to China during the 
famine of 1906, and since the first of January, 1911, $100,000 was again 
forwarded to China for relief in the present famine. 

At the request of the Eed Cross, Congress recently appropriated 
$50,000 for the transportation of food supplies to China. The transport 
Buford was called into service, and set sail on its errand of mercy 
bearing to the starving Chinese a cargo of provisions valued at over 
$45,000. 

Smaller sums have been raised since January 1, 1911, for relief in 
various calamities, but no better proof could be given of public con- 
fidence in the methods of the Eed Cross than the quick response to its 
appeal following the recent New York fire, when $86,000 were con- 
tributed through the Eed Cross in less than two weeks. 

One must not forget the Eed Cross campaign for the prevention and 
cure of tuberculosis; for in 1908-9, $400,000 were raised through the 
sale of Christmas Stamps alone for antituberculosis work. In 1910-11, 
626 




By permission, American Red Cross. 



The Red Gross 627 

nearly 80,000,000 stamps were issued by the American Eed Cross to 
agents in various sections of the country. 

For the prevention of accidents and the conservation of human life, 
a far-reaching educational system has been instituted through the First 
Aid Department. Classes have been organized in factories, mines, 
shops, — in fact, wherever large bodies of men are employed in dangerous 
occupations, — and are receiving simple instruction in the causes, pre- 
vention, and first-aid treatment of accidents. 

Among the various agents for carrying out this general plan of 
instruction is a first aid car, and for the following description we are 
indebted to Charles Lynch, Major, Medical Corps, U. S. Army. 

" Some months ago the possibilities of extending first aid instruction 
more widely over the country by means of a first aid railway car were 
brought to the attention of the Eed Cross. The advantages of a car for 
this purpose were apparent at once and this matter was taken up then 
with the Pullman Company. Unforeseen delays occurred, however, and 
the first aid car was not actually put in commission until December, 
1910. The car procured was donated by the directors of the Pullman 
Company. 

" It is a short Pullman sleeper, less than sixty feet long. This length 
permits its use not only on the mountain divisions of railways with their 
sharp curves, but also on some trolley lines. It is apparent, therefore, 
that the car may be taken almost anywhere there are rails over which it 
may run. 

" The car is divided into two parts — an assembly and demonstration 
room and quarters for instructors and crew. About half the space is 
devoted to each purpose. A considerable number of people may be 
assembled in the demonstration room which will be used for instruction 
when a larger and more convenient place is not available. It is intended 
that in case of disaster this room be fitted up as a hospital ward and 
apparatus will be carried for this purpose. 

"The Eed Cross has fully equipped the car with first aid boxes, 
large and small stretchers, instruction outfits, charts, books, etc. While 
it is intended that these shall be mainly used for instruction purposes 
there is an ample provision for a large number of injured in case of 
need. 

" The first aid car will be *in direct charge of Dr. M. Whitfield 
Glasgow, of Birmingham, Ala,, who was specially employed for this 
purpose by the Eed Cross. It will be operated under direction of the 
First Aid Department. 

" The Mining Bureau has pretty well covered the mining field by its 
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mine rescue ears on each of which a Eed Cross representative is carried 
who works under the general direction of Dr. M. J. Shields, of the Eed 
Cross. The Mining Bureau and the Eed Cross are in thorough sympathy 
and accord. 

" Under the present arrangement, the needs of the miner in respect 
to first aid instruction seem to be met much better than is the case in 
some other industries. The death rate from accidents on railways is 
even larger than in mines, and though not so high in mills, shops, etc., 
as the two above named industries is still very large, so there is ample 
need for instruction in first aid on the railways and in shops and mills, 
and the Eed Cross first aid car will be principally devoted to giving 
such instruction. The method pursued will be very similar to that so 
successfully employed by Dr. Shields in the mining regions. Dr. Shields 
has gone from place to place in mining districts and has interested 
operators, miners, and physicians alike in the subject of first aid instruc- 
tion. This has been attended with the happiest results as the first aid 
classes organized by him in nine of the States are almost universally 
doing good work and are securing the benefits to be expected from 
numbers of well instructed men who know what to do first in case of 
accident. 

" The Eed Cross first aid car is of course only beginning its work, 
but everything already points to eminent success. 

" The railway companies which have been asked to haul the car have 
almost universally responded favorably, so it is already apparent that 
the Eed Cross is going to command as much interest and assistance on 
railways as has always been the case in mines." 

The organization of the nursing service is progressing most satis- 
factorily, and in 25 states we have Eed Cross committees at work. There 
are already 53 local committees enrolling nurses, and new committees 
are being added. In the majority of the states the president of the 
State Nurses' Association, and frequently the secretary also, is a member 
of the Eed Cross Committee. 

From January 1, 1911, to April 15, nearly 500 applications for enrol- 
ment have been forwarded to the chairman of the national committee, 
making a total enrolment of about 1500 nurses. 

The National Committee on Eed Cross Nursing Service is most 
anxious to meet the enrolled nurses, and arrangements have been made 
for a reception in Boston during the meeting of the Associated Alumnas 
on the evening of June 2. Eed Cross nurses attending these meetings 
are requested to wear their badges as a means of identification. 
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